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Kazungula Border Information

Botswana Side: 

All persons are required to present themselves to immigration. If you are using a transfer or taxi, they'll be able to drive you right down to the ferry once you have cleared.

If you are driving yourself, then you'll need to clear the vehicle through customs. They will require proof of ownership for the vehicle. If it's hired, show them the hire papers. If it's a company Vehicle or belongs to someone else, they will require a letter from the owner allowing you to remove it from Botswana / Southern Africa Common Customs Zone. This letter will also need a police clearance stamp from your home town. You will then be issued with a temporary export permit (T.E.P.) normally valid for 1 month. At this border crossing, Customs seldom issue a gate pass leaving the country.

Now drive through the gate and 500 meters down the road to the pontoon. Line up in the small vehicle queue, normally along the left of all the big trucks. (You may be accosted by self-proclaimed-clearing-agents, you don't need them, but if you have around US$ 10-00 to spare, that's up to you, they can help you onto the ferry and formalities on the Zambian side). When it's your turn to drive onto the ferry, no passengers are permitted in your vehicle, only the driver. 1 or 2 small cars first, then a big truck, followed by another 1 or 2 small cars. Foot passengers walk on after all the vehicles have driven on. The crossing takes about 7 minutes. When you get to the middle, this is the only point on earth where 4 countries meet. The Island upstream on your left is Namibia. No problems taking photographs!
Zambian Side:

 Once you reach the Zambian side, your passengers can be in the car whilst you drive off. Then find yourself a parking space amongst all the big trucks, sometimes not that easy! From here you'll need to go to the first blue building on your right to pay for the ferry. Then to Immigration and customs, last building on your left near the exit gate. After passports are stamped by Immigration, the driver needs to clear the vehicle through customs. They will require your Registration papers, ownership letters and the (T.E.P.) that was issued from the Botswana side. You will be required to fill out a Temporary Import Permit (T.I.P.). After customs, you'll need to get a 1 month vehicle 3rd party insurance; your normal insurance won't work in Zambia. Next piece of paper is quite expensive; this will be your carbon emission tax. Then lastly you'll need to pay for a local Kazungula Council road tax.

If you need to change money into Zambian Kwacha, try and use the Bureau. If you do it with the money changers, first tell them how much you want to change, get their rate, count their money twice, then give them your money. Don’t rush, there is no black market in Zambia and no policeman will give you trouble. Don’t fall for the old trick when changing U$ 100 bills. They run off to get the Kwacha, come back and change with you, then come back again and say that the guy that they got the Kwacha from doesn’t want U$ 100 bills and ask you to change the bill into 50’s or 20’s. They’ll give you a fake U$ 100 bill back. If they give you problems, call the police. If anyone gives you problems, call the police and tell them that you’re going to ‘JUNGLE JUNCTION’. This is probably the most chaotic border crossing you’ve ever seen, but somehow it’s organized chaos! If you don’t have roaming on your phone, go across to the Celtel container and get a sim card U$ 1-50 and some talk time.

Back to the vehicle and proceed to the exit gate, hand over your vehicle papers to the Gateman, he might ask to look in the back but they usually give tourists no problems, maybe a peer through the rear window. Then you’re through. Text the Island on +260978725282 to say that you’re on the road. It takes between 45 minutes and an hour to get there, don’t speed once you’re on the dirt, you’ll mess the road up for us.
Have your vehicle papers handy for when you get to the Police traffic check after the ‘T’ junction ahead.
If you don’t have a high clearance vehicle, you can proceed to Livingstone and catch our 14:00 hrs transfer. You can park your car at the Vegetarian Restaurant called African Visions. Once you get to Livingstone, turn right into the main road, then it’s about 200 meters on your right, 2 down after ‘Ocean Basket’.

If you have a high clearance vehicle, follow these directions: Once you have cleared formalities and passed through the gate, drive for about 2 Km and you'll come to a 'T' junction. Turn right and carry on for approximately 25 Km towards Livingstone. After climbing a small hill you'll see the 2 microwave towers on your right. Turn right at the microwave towers, then immediate right. After 100 meters turn left. Follow the track for 6 km. You'll come down the hill and then the track swings right and carries along under the power lines. After the 8th power-line pole, take the left fork. Through this part of the Mopane forest you'll see lots of tracks that are made during the rainy season, they all meet up again and the best is to follow the most used one. After 3.5 Km you'll drive through Bovu Village, go slowly because small children often run out to greet you. Through the village and after another 100 meters there will be a track off to your right. That will take you to opposite the Island. Park under the shady Mahogany tree and the paddlers will come over to help you with your luggage. Your 4 x 4 is quite safe there and a night watchman will be on duty, his wage is covered by your cover charge. If you wish to leave him a tip, that's up to you.
There are no signs to Bovu Island, follow these directions and you should have no problems, if you get lost, try and phone or text.

Please try and arrive before 16: hrs so that the paddlers are available to bring you across before they go out on their sunset cruises with other clients.

